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Orinda Library Rotunda to be named in honor of

former mayor Amy Worth

By Alison Burns

It is perhaps fitting that the
Orinda Library rotunda is
about to be named in honor of
five-time mayor Amy Worth
as she approaches retirement
at the end of this year be-
cause, as one caller laughingly
remarked at the city council's
most recent meeting, “beyond
Amy's love of her family, I
think the library comes a
close second ... maybe even a
little before the city of
Orinda.”

As Vice Mayor Inga Miller
pointed out, when the time
came to discuss the agenda
item involving the library ro-
tunda, the council was first
asked to examine “the pur-
pose of the naming policy and
whether the current opportu-
nity fit this policy.”

After quoting the defini-
tion of the naming policy as
being “a way to remember
shared history and identify
local natural resources and
honor individuals who have
contributed significantly to
the city of Orinda,” Miller
concluded, “I think we can all

agree that Council Member
Worth has more than triple-
done that.”

Although Resolution 52-
22, originally initiated by
Mayor Dennis Fey and Council
Member Darlene Gee, was
overwhelmingly approved,
Miller suggested that instead
of calling it “The Amy Worth
Library Rotunda,” the some-
what irrelevant word, “li-
brary” should be removed
“because, well, it's a library.”

She also went on to say
that because Worth “has made
our city what itis,” thisis a
really wonderful way to create
intuitive use of this naming
opportunity and proposed
that perhaps the less formal
words, “Amy's Place,” could
also be incorporated.

Mayor Fey agreed, and
suggested that if both phrases
were used on the rotunda,
front and back. “You'd read
the words Amy Worth Ro-
tunda as you're walking in
and Amy's Place as you're
walking out,” he said.

When consulted, City At-
torney Osa Wolff advised that
there was flexibility for city
staff to work with the Friends

of the Orinda Library to come
up with the actual wording for
the signage, although City
Manager David Biggs asked
for the final decision to be
made as soon as possible as
his department needed to or-
der the necessary materials
within the coming week, in
order to have the work done
in time for the official unveil-
ing ceremony planned for
Dec. 4.

Gee added that she was
happy that the council had the
opportunity to name some-
thing that was so obviously
significant to Worth because
“everyone will enjoy it for
many years to come, recog-
nizing your great value to
both Orinda and our library.”

But the final word went to
Worth, now contemplating the
bittersweet prospect of retire-
ment after an unbroken
record of almost a quarter
century on Orinda’s City
Council. She was visibly
touched by the honor, joy and
privilege of being recognized
in this way and spoke of being
taken to the library every
week by a mother who taught
her about community service,

and how, on moving to
Orinda, her first volunteer job
was with the Friends of the
Orinda Library, as publicity
chair for the Book Fair.

From such small begin-
nings, Worth became deeply
involved in building Orinda's
present library and regards
her leadership in this area as
one of her most significant ac-
complishments. The Friends,
which was formed in the
1950s, own the physical build-
ing, while the city of Orinda
owns the land, and the library
— the only Friends-owned li-
brary in the county — is oper-
ated by the Contra Costa
County Library system.

Carol Brown, a longtime
Friends of the Orinda Library
stalwart, quite simply calls
Worth “a gift to our commu-
nity,” because championing
the Orinda Library is not the
only remarkable achievement
for which we should all be
grateful to Council Member
Worth.

"Each time I drive west
through the fourth bore of the
Caldecott tunnel”, says Brown,
"T actually whisper, ‘Thank
you, Amy.”

Union support again an issue at MOFD Board
election forum

By Sora O’Doherty

With three seats in three dis-
tricts of the Moraga-Orinda
Fire District up for election in
the general election of 2022,
the six candidates running

are in one of two slates. In-
cumbents Steven Danziger
and Michael Donner are
joined by candidate Christo-
pher Young on the slate
funded almost exclusively by
the International Association
of Fire Fighters Local 1230

Political Activity Committee.
They are opposed by candi-
dates Gregory Allan Hasler,
Vincent James Dell'Aquila,
and Michael Roemer, whose
campaigns are largely funded
by Moraga-Orinda Citizens for
Fire Safety Supporting Hasler

(MOFD District 1), Dell'Aquila
(3), and Roemer (4), with ad-
ditional large donations from
Hasler to his own campaign
and Orinda resident Steve
Harwood to Dell’Aquila’s
campaign.

... continued on Page A7

Applications for grants for fire fuel reduction on
evacuation routes accepted Nov. 1

By Sora O’Doherty

The city of Orinda will begin
accepting grant applications
Nov. 1 from residents who live

on evacuation routes in the
city for funding up to $599 for
work done to reduce fire fuel.
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The measure was approved by
the city council at its Oct. 11
meeting, and the application
for the grants can be found in
the agenda packet for that
meeting. Applications may be
submitted online or by mail to
the city of Orinda.

There are a number of re-
quirements that must be met
in order to qualify for the
grants, which are set forth on
the application form. The
grants are intended to help
homeowners on evacuation
routes to remove vegetation in
accordance with the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District fire code,
including removal of dead or
dying trees, eucalyptus and/or
Monterey Pine trees, ladder
fuels, juniper bushes, and
bamboo within specified dis-
tances from the road. The pilot
grant program will be in effect
until Aug. 31, 2023, unless the
authorized funding of $400,000
is depleted sooner. Residents
may only apply for one grant.

At the same meeting, the
city council rejected a sugges-
tion from the Supplemental
Sales Tax Oversight Commis-
sion (SSTOC) to enter into a
contract with Dr. John Radke, a
professor at UC Berkeley, for a
strategic wildfire planning
process for Orinda. The pro-
posed project would cost the
city $598,196.

Although the SSTOC had
recommended that the city en-
ter into the contract, city staff
recommended that the city not
proceed using Measure R or
city funds, but perhaps to con-
sider pursuing grant funding.
The city council agreed among
themselves that the amount
proposed was high, and de-
clined to take action on the
proposal.
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